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send more troops. We owe our brave
fighting men and women so much
more. Washington made a mistake in
going to war. It is time for politicians
to admit that mistake and fix it before
any more lives are lost.

“In Vietnam, we didn’t have the les-
son of Vietnam to guide us,” says
David Halberstam, who won a Pulitzer
Prize for his coverage of that war. He
goes on to say, “In Iraq we did have
those lessons. The tragedy is that we
didn’t pay any attention to them.”

Mr. Speaker, we have now sacrificed
the lives of 2,000 members of our Armed
Forces in Iraq. Thousands of others are
wounded. Tens of thousands of civilians
from Iraq and elsewhere have died
since the U.S. entered Baghdad and os-
tensibly took control of the nation.

This week I am introducing a resolu-
tion to prohibit the use of taxpayer
funds to deploy United States Armed
Forces to Iraq. This bill, however, will
allow funds to be used for the safe and
orderly withdrawal of our troops. It
will allow us to support transitional se-
curity provided by other countries, in-
cluding international organizations
like NATO and the United Nations. The
bill will also allow for continued sup-
port for Iraqi security forces and inter-
national forces in Iraq, as well as fund-
ing for reconstruction efforts. This is
not a cut and run strategy. Rather, it
is a way to support efforts that I be-
lieve can be more helpful in creating a
more stable Iraq. But the bill makes
clear, no more U.S. boots on the
ground in Iraq. Ultimately, the future
of Iraq will depend on whether the var-
ious factions in the country genuinely
and truly want to live with each other.
No constitution or election can fully
determine that outcome.

This war has cost us dearly in terms
of human life and treasure. At a time
when we are shortchanging our vet-
erans here at home, our schools, health
care and even our homeland security,
it makes no sense to throw good money
after bad in this quagmire in Iraq.
Sometimes great nations misstep, as I
believe we have done in this case. It is
now time to ask the tough questions
and face the hard truths. It is time to
end this war.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 59
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

——
O 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. PETRI) at 2 p.m.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:
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Glory be to You, O Lord, for all the
blessings of the earth and the protected
freedoms of this our country. As people
celebrate Octoberfest, Sukkot and har-
vest festivals, we are mindful of the
bounty so many of us share in this Na-
tion. Yet we will not forget those who
hunger not only for food but for shelter
and safety as well, here in our country,
but also around the world.

May our gratitude for Your many
gifts make us joyful but not selfish.
May our blessings make us gracious
and kind to those who are in most need
of our attention. Let largesse open our
hearts and not delay.

Enable Congress to help the Amer-
ican people use natural resources wise-
ly and maximize human resources for
the common good. To You be honor,
praise and thanksgiving now and for-
ever. Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
WILSON) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment a bill of the House of the
following title:

H.R. 1409. An act to amend the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 to provide assistance for
orphans and other vulnerable children in de-
veloping countries, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed bills of the following
titles in which concurrence of the
House is requested:

S. 1382. An act to require the Secretary of
the Interior to accept the conveyance of cer-
tain land, to be held in trust for the benefit
of the Puyallup Indian tribe.

S. 1905. An act to clarify Foreign Service
Grievance Board procedures.

———

ROSA PARKS

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I am proud
to say today we live in an age of he-
roes. Not so long ago it seemed like we
did not have heroes anymore, but
today heroes seem to be plentiful. Our
soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan are
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risking their lives every day so that
people half a world away can live in
peace and democracy.

Our first responders on September 11
proved that hundreds of people can rise
up jointly in one great act of heroism.
Todd Beamer and the other heroes of
Flight 93 are soon to be featured in
films. Difficult times require heroes,
and America has always risen to the
challenge.

Today we are remembering another
difficult time, the era of Jim Crow and
racial bigotry, and we are remembering
that gentle and humble woman who
would not give up her seat on a bus in
Montgomery, Alabama; that one act of
courage sparked a boycott which led to
a movement which has changed the
lives of every American.

Rosa Parks was a real, genuine hero,
the kind of American our Nation has
always produced when tough times re-
quired it. Today I am sure she is hear-
ing the words, well done, good and
faithful servant.

——————

HONORING DEPUTY SHERIFF
PATRICK NEAL

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to honor Deputy Sheriff Pat-
rick Neal of the Cherokee County Sher-
iff’s Department. He was recently
named the Top Cop by the National As-
sociation of Police Organizations, and
yesterday I had a chance to meet this
hero. His exemplary actions took place
in August 2004 when he tracked a want-
ed felon to a suspect’s neighborhood
and found him standing by his truck.

The criminal took out a pistol and
opened fire on Deputy Sheriff Neal
from nearly point-blank range. In the
exchange, Deputy Sheriff Neal was shot
six times. The criminal was shot four
times, falling to the ground, causing
him to lose his weapon. However, he
tried to crawl and gain his gun again,
determined to kill Deputy Sheriff Neal.

Having been struck in the face and
nearly blacking out due to blood loss,
Deputy Sheriff Neal mustered every-
thing he had and fired one last time,
ending the confrontation for good.

Mr. Speaker, modern-day heroes are
very rare. Deputy Sheriff Neal is as
close as they come. His selflessness and
courage under fire epitomized what it
means to be a public servant hero. On
behalf of my constituents, I thank Dep-
uty Sheriff Neal for his dedicated serv-
ice to his community, our State and
our Nation.

———
PASSAGE OF TRAQ CONSTITUTION

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, we continue to hear more
good news about Iraq’s steps to build a
civil society opposing terrorism.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-05-09T10:08:43-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




